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Ethiopia 


‘Secessionist’ Gang Attacks Port; Killed by Navy 
. EA222010 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1700 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Excerpts] The ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY [ENA] has 
revealed that a gang of secessionist bandits who infiltrated 
Aseb town and surrounding areas with the intention of 
committing a dangerous act has been wiped out. 


The bandits launched the attack at midnight on Tuesday, 
19 April, when they fired shells from a hilly island called 
(Hena Bur). The shells fell in various parts of the town, 
killing five people. Fifteen others sustained either serious 
or light injuries. The ENA report is read by Azeb Tefera. 


[Azeb] The intention of the bandits was, in particular, to 
damage Aseb port and the petrol refinery. However, a 
force deployed from the naval base, mounted an opera- 
tion during which they hit the bandits’ boat and wiped 
them out. The secessionist bandits, who do not care 
about the lives of people or property, caused damage in 
Aseb town. Clearly, this is part of the antipeople activi- 
ties which they undertake with the aim of upsetting the 


life of the Ethiopian people. [passage omitted] 


At this time the security and safety of Aseb town is back 
to normal thanks to the collaboration of our revolution- 
ary Army and the community in the area. In addition to 
expressing anger over the danger caused by the bandits, 
the people in the area are expressing their readiness to be 
more vigilant than ever, and, alongside the army, to 
safeguard the outlet to the sea. 


Clandestine Radio Reports EPLF Battle Gains 


‘Dergue’ Troops Retreat 
LD23 1802 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Amharic 0600 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Text] Dergue soldiers have killed innocent people in 
(Kabaha)and northern (Bahri). The day before yester- 
day, retreating Dergue soldiers who had been defeated by 
EPLF combatants opened fire on old people, women, 
and children in (Kabaha) and killed 22 innocent people. 
The whereabouts of about 10 people taken cway by the 
soldiers are not known. 


In northern (Bahri) the fascist Dergue soldiers revenged 
their defeat by shooting and killing 15 ~eople and 
wounding another 2 at (Dakihadri). The same soldiers 
who committed these crimes also robbed people of their 
Cattle, goats, and sheep. The Dergue authorities ordered 
their soldiers not to trust the people because of their 
collaboration with the EPLF. 
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Aseb Refinery Attacked 
EA231850 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Amharic 1630 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Text] Naval force and command units of the heroic 
EPLF People’s Army have launched a rapid offensive at 
Aseb. Although the details of the offensive have not yet 
reached us, the aim was to burn down the Dergue petrol 
refinery located at the Eritrean port of Aseb. 


The Aseb petrol refinery is the only refinery the Dergue 
has, and therefore it is of great military and economic 
importance to the regime. 


Enemy Routed at Ginda 
EA241429 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] In the heavy attack it carried out north of 
Ginda,the heroic people's army of the EPLF has driven 
the troops of the Ethiopian Government as far as the 
outskirts of Ginda. 


The 2-day offensive by the people’s army started on 21 
April and ended in victory the day before yesterday. In 
this attack our heroes put out of action 1,085 Ethiopian 
troops. Of these, 530 were killed, 530 wounded, and 25 
captured. 


The loss of property by the enemy is also heavy. Two 
hundred and ninety-five assorted weapons, including 
mortars and [words indistinct], as well as immense 
quantities of ammunition were captured by the EPLF. 


[passage omitted] 


Ethiopian Red Cross Seeks To Resume Relief Aid 
EA241737 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1700 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Text] The Ethiopian Red Cross Society [ERCS] has 
once again asked if it should resume the relief aid 
distribution which was discontinued because of the 
return of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
[ICRC] to Addis Ababa. The society made the call 
reaffirming that it now has the necessary organizational 
structure and manpower to enable it to continue emer- 
gency aid distribution. 


In a statement issued today, the ERCS notes that the 
ICRC has taken measures to discontinue the emergency 
aid which it should distribute in Eritrea and Tigray 
regions on its own. The society called on all Red Cross 
bodies to cooperate and to put pressure on the ICRC to 
give a positive reply to the society’s humanitarian appeal. 


Alemneh Wasie will read ou’ the statement we have 
received from the Ethiopian New Agency. 
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{[Alemneh] The ERCS states that it has so far been 
receiving the necessary cooperation and support from its 
sister national societies in their respective countries, 
from the federation of these societies, from the Union of 
the Red Cross Red Crescent Societies, and the ICRC. 
However, with regard to the joint emergency aid services 
which it was rendering together with the ICRC. some 
problems have recently arisen, it added. 


The ERCS notes that when a directive was issued recall- 
ing foreign relief aid workers from Eritrea and Tigray 
regions to Addis Ababa, the ERCS repeatedly asked the 
ICRC for permission to assume full responsibility for 
continuation of the joint emergency aid distribution, 
which is very necessary. The statement adds that several 
rounds of talks have been held with the representatives 
of the ICRC in Addis Ababa and Geneva on this issue. 
Despite this, no positive response has been given to the 
society’s appeal. 


The statement underscores that the ERCS does not 
support the discontinuation of the distribution of ICRC 
relief aid for certain reasons, It says that the ERCS 
chairman has once again appealed to the ICRC president 
for cooperation in order that emergency relief aid tasks 
may be continued. 


The statement reveals that an immense amount of emer- 
gency relief material has accumulated which was 
donated by the international community in 1esponse to 
the appeal of the ERCS. The strengthening of the 
national society with the necessary manpower and orga- 
nizational structure means that the situation is favorable 
for supplying aid to recipients in time. It stresses that, 
this being the situation, there is no reason to lock the 
warehouses which are full of emergency relief aid, to 
cripple logistical support, and to disrupt the distribution 
of Red Cross emergency relief aid. 


In line with its responsibility to render humanitarian 
services during times of emergency, the ERCS has accu- 
mulated and consolidated extensive experience through 
working under various conditions. Since its inception in 
1935, the society has been rendering humanitarian ser- 
vices in similar situations and has achieved numerous 
successes. 


Ethiopian-Somali Body Monitors Troop Withdrawal 
EA252119 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] A spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
stated today that the Ethiopian-Somali joint military 
committee met from 15-23 April and monitored the 
withdrawal of troops from the border area in accordance 
with their previous agreement. The monitoring excercise 
was carried out by the committee, which held talks at 
Jisiga, Ethiopia, on 15 And 16 April; at Boorama, Soma- 
lia, on 19 April; at Geladi, Ethiopia, on 22 April; and at 
Dhuusamarreeb and Beledweyne, Somalia, on 23 April. 
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One of the issues agreed upon in the April agreement was 
the withdrawal of troops to a distance of 10-15 km from the 
2 countries common border between 15 April and 15 May. 


The spokesman pointed out that a joint military com- 
mittee had been set up to implement the agreement. it 
has held three meetings so far. He added that the 
committee had continued its work in a [words indistinct] 
and in a peace-seeking spirit, and would perform its 
remaining tasks by meeting in accordance with the 
formulated program. 


Mengistu Inaugurates Hydroelectric Power Plant 
EA232124 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1700 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Excerpts] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam 
today inaugurated the Me.ka Wakena hydroelectric 
power station which will increase our country’s electric 
power by 50 percent. The project, based on the develop- 
ment cooperation agreement between the Ethiopian, 
Soviet, and Czechoslovak Governments, will generate 
153 megawatts of electrical power and is the biggest 
station in Ethiopia. Our newsfile reporter, Tekalign 
Bekele, who attended the ceremony has compiled the 
foilowing report: 


[Tekalign] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary 
general of the WPE Central Committee, president of the 
republic and commander in chief of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces, inaugurated this great project and pre- 
sented prizes, certificates, and badges to employees and 
representatives of government and mass organizations 
who have made an outstanding contribution to the 
project. 


In his speech at the ceremony, he stressed that the 
establishment of this great project in the area, apart from 
changing the living conditions and lives of the inhabit- 
ants, should be seen in the light of Ethiopia’s economic 
reconstruction and the fulfillment of the material needs 
of the Ethiopian people. The comrade president said that 
the project is historic in that it was established with the 
cooperation of the governments of friendly socialist 
countries. 


[Begin Mengistu recording] [words indistinct] This 
project is unique among projects established in our 
country, because of its historic nature and [words indis- 
tinct] I can say that it is not only an economic establish- 
ment but it is also a monument since it was set up by the 
Soviet Government and the party and the Czechoslovak 
Government and the party, who, during hard times and 
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good times have been with the Ethiopian people and 
revolution, our close and faithful [words indistinct] 
friends, together with the working people of Ethiopia. 
[applause] 


[Words indistinct] This is unforgettable and everlasting 
[words indistinct] The project is a fine example of their 
international proletarian cooperation and we therefore 
particularly appreciate it. Another [words indistinct] 
since we are in a class society, and in a new social [words 
indistinct] in line with this a decisive class struggle is 
being waged. The northern terrorist elements who are the 
lackeys of the reactionary forces and imperialism which 
have waged war on us [words indistinct] are destroying 
and burning what we have constructed day and night. 
This is deplorable. On the other hand, it is very encour- 
aging to see such a task of reconstruction accomplished 
in this part of our country. [applause] [end recording] 


President Mengistu Haile Mariam added that the knowl- 
edge acquired by Ethiopian experts from this project 
would enable future construction of projects such as 
(Gilgel Gibe) and others to be carried out mostly by 
Ethiopians. 


Earlier, Comrade Tekeze Aytenfisu, member of the WPE 
Central Committee and minister of mines and energy, 
spoke and said that the Melka Wakena hydroelectric 
power station is unique and the biggest one in the 
country of its kind and its capacity and engineering. 
[sentence as heard] He added that so far over 580 million 
birr has been expended on it. He said that when it is 
completed the total cost will be 627 million birr. 


He noted that the great project, as well as expanding and 
promoting our industries, is exemplary and will benefit 
others and bring the peoples of neighboring countries 
closer, strengthening friendship and preserving peace. 


The Melka Wakena hydroelectric power station was set 
up 290 km from Addis Ababa in Bale region in Genale 
province, Adaba district, where a dam was built on the 
Wabe river. [passage omitted] 


Over 400 Soviet and 100 Czechoslovak experts and over 
7,000 Ethiopian skilled workers took part in the work on 
the power station project, which will make a great 
contribution to the supply of power to various parts of 
our country. The Soviet Government presented a 
detailed study on the establishment of the project and 
also trained Ethiopians in various technical spheres 
inside the country and in the USSR. It has also been 
involved in project coordination, advance preparation, 
and supervision and inspection of the major construc- 
tion work. It provided a long-term loan for the project. 


The Czechoslovak Government for its part helped in the 
installation of electromechanical machinery and equip- 
ment, provided a loan for their purchase, and trained 
Ethiopian staff inside the country and abroad thereby 
making a great contribution. 
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Czechoslovak Minister Urban Departs 24 Apr 
E£A242122 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1700 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] Comrade Engineer Bohumil Urban, CPCZ Cen- 
tral Committee member and deputy prime minister, has 
said that existing relations between Ethiopia and Cze- 
choslvoakia and producing satisfactory results. In a 
Statement issued upon his departure today, Comrade 
Urban, who has been on a working visit since last Friday, 
pointed out that the Melka Wakena Hep project, which 
was inaugurated yesterday, was tangible proof of the 
developing relations between Ethiopia and Czechoslova- 
kia. He added that existing cooperation in education, 
health care and similar fields was also encouraging. 
Comrade Urban was present yesterday when the Melka 
Wakena project was inaugurated by Comrade Mengistu 
Haile Mariam, secretary general of the WPE Central 
Committee, President of the PDRE, and commander-in- 
chief of the Revolutionary Armed Forces. 


Comrade Engineer Urban was seen off at Bole Interna- 
tional Airport by Comrade Tefera Wonde, WPE Central 
Committee member and deputy prime minister. 


Czechoslovakia is one of the friendly socialist countries 
which have cooperated on the Melka Wakena Hep 
project by assisting with foreign exchange, providing 
experts, and manpower. 


Influx of Sudanese Refugees Noted by Ministry 
EA260109 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1700 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] The Ministry of Internal Affairs has stated that 
the number of refugees crossing the border into Ethiopia 
because of the current problems in Sudan has increased 
greatly. The ministry said that as of | January more than 
235,000 refugees had entered through Itang, Dima, ori, 
and (Fapuzo) stations, located in regions bordering 
Sudan. He added that this number had increased by 
30,300 in the last 3 and 1/2 months alone. Gent Asmare 
has a report sent by the Ethiopian News Agency. 


[Begin Asmare recording] It has been stated that there 
are currently over 181,000 refugees at the Itang Camp in 
Gambela Province. Over 35,000 refugees from the part 
of the country known as Equatoria have entered via 
Gimira Province in Kefa Region since 1986 and are 
being sheltered at Jima. Eight to 10,000 people have 
come in search of shelter since April 1987 via Asosa 
Province. This number has recently more than doubled 
and stands at over 24,000. 


The statement said that almost 26,000 refugees who left 
the part of Sudan known as (?Bahr al-Ghazal) last 
December and entered through Gambela Province have 
now been settled in the (?Senudo) area of (Gogena Jur) 
District. Aid is being giver to these refugees in various 
shelters through the Ethiopian Red Cross Association 
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and the relief and rehabilitation commission. The refu- 
gees, who have been settled around (Senudo), are being 
assisted by a task force of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, the Ethiopian Red Cross Association and the 
UNHCR. 


The Ministry stated that because of the pressure on aid 
distribution and the provision of other services from the 
huge influx of Sudanese refugees into Ethiopia, more aid 
is required from the UNHCR and other donor organi- 
zations. Sudanese refugees started entering Ethiopia via 
the Ilubabor border district in 1962-63. [end recording} 


Somalia 


Foreign Affairs Official Speaks on External Ties 
PM251331 London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 
22 Apr 88 p 34 


[Interview with Somali Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Mohamed ‘Ali Hamid by Usamah ‘Ajaj in Cairo, 
date not specified] 


Excerpts] AL-HAWADITH: What stage have Egyptian- 
mali relations reached in view of the desire to reacti- 
vate contacts between the two sides? 


Hamid: Egyptian-Somali relations are more than excel- 
lent. This is not new; it has been so since the early times. 
They are brotherly relations, and both the Egyptian and 
Somali sides hope to develop them and give them impetus 
in order to cover various economic and political fields. 


We have concluded agreements of common economic 
cooperation. We hope that within the next few months the 
high joint committee under the Egyptian and Somali 
foreign ministers will meet in Mogadishu. Perhaps my 
visit as well as the Somali information minister's visit to 
Cairo emphasizes how firm the relationship between the 
two countries is. Such a relationship urges that visits and 
consultations be exchanged at all levels. [passage omitted] 


AL-HAWADITH: Do you not believe that the good 
Egyptian-Ethiopian relations might negatively affect 
relations between Cairo and Mogadishu? 


Hamid: Let us say that Egypt’s relations v ith Ethiopia 
are not new. We believe that the quality of Egyptian- 
Ethiopian relations could in fact help settle disputes, not 
only between Ethiopia and Somalia but between Ethio- 
pia and Sudan as well. Cairo played a role recently 
between Khartoum and Addis Ababa. For our part, we 
hope that such good relations will not affect Egyptian- 
Somali cooperation and Egyptian-Sudanese relations; 
certainly they should not. [passage omitted] 


AL-HAWADITH: How true are the reports that there is 
a crisis in Somali-U.S. relations because U.S. aid to 
Somalia has been reduced from 20 million dollars in 
1986 to 5 million dollars this year? 
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Hamid: | believe that relations among states must not be 
based on the value or logic of financial aid. They must be 
based on firm foundations. The United States is not 
reducing only aid allocated to Somalia. It is calling for a 
reduction in aid for numerous states. And we cannot 
interfere in U.S, decisionmaking. This concerns its sov- 
ereignty, since it completely understands where its inter- 
ests are and how to direct its aid. 


AL-HAWADITH: But some reports indicate that Soma- 
lia has refused to expand the U.S. military presence on 
Somali territory and that military cooperation has been 
affected as a result of the reduction in aid. 


Hamid: First of all there is no U.S. presence on Somali 
territory. This is a fact which everyone has known for a 
long time. We used to provide facilities only, but in no 
way did we allow any U.S. military presence. My present 
information emphasizes that military cooperation has 
not been affected because of the reduction in aid. And | 
do not know to what extent such cooperation can be 
affected by the reduction decision. 


AL-HAWADITH: The EPLF has announced that a num- 
ber of Soviet officers were captured and some others 
were killed during operations launched recently against 
the Ethiopian forces. The Soviet side admitted this. 
Could you give more details about the Soviet military 
presence in Ethiopia? 


Hamid: Information concerning the Soviet presence in 
Addis is old. Such presence is not limited to the Soviets; 
it includes the Eastern bloc states and Cuba. And if 
anything, the capture and killing of some Soviet officers 
is proof of Soviet participation in the battles against the 
Eritreans. This means that their role is not confined to 
training and technical expertise. The details of recent 
events are left for world public opinion to judge and 
draw conclusions about the facts regarding the situation 
in the Horn of Africa although no new evidence of the 
Soviet presence is needed. [passage omitted] 


AL-HAWADITH: What results did the meeting between 
the Somali and Ethiopian presidents achieve? 


Hamid: The two presidents held four rounds of talks, 
which revitalized Ethiopian-Somali dialogue and opened 
the door to its continuity within the special committee. 


AL-HAWADITH: And over what issues were the Soma- 
lis and the Ethiopians in dispute, which led to the 
suspension of the dialogue in the special committee? 


Hamid: The meeting between the two presidents has 
certainly given impetus to the dialogue and reactivated 
the committee’s work. The committee has held several 
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sessions in Mogadishu and Addis Ababa. There was a 
dispute over the items included on the agenda, The 
Somali side submitted four points: 


—Withdrawal of Somali and Ethiopian forces 15 km 
inside their territories. 


—Suspension of propaganda campaigns on both sides. 


—The restoration of diplomatic relations between 
Somalia and Ethiopia. 


—Exchanging prisoners of war. 


Our objective was to create an oa of mutual 
trust and peace in the region. Whereas Ethiopia submit- 
ted one point only, namely recognition of the fait accom- 
pli, the. is, to recognize the temporary administrative 
line created by the battles as permanent borders between 
the two countries. They insisted on this. 


AL-HAWADITH: Reports indicate that the Horn of 
Africa is likely to experience a new period of tension if 
the Gulf war subsides and when the Afghan problem is 
settled. What is your opinion? 


Hamid: We hope that will not be the case. We always 
seek to avoid any tension in the Horn of Africa. We do 
not advocate war, we advocate peace. Thus, we hope the 
Horn of Africa will not be subject to tension or become 
a stage for a new war between the states of the region, 
whether between Ethiopia and Somalia or Sudan and 


Ethiopia [passage omitted] 
Tanzania 


Defense Minister Returns From Frontline States 
LD241839 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 
1500 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—Brother Salim Ahmed Salim, 
deputy prime minister and minister for defense and 
national service, has returned to Dar es Salaam from 
Mozambique at the end of his visit to some of the 
Frontline States in the liberation of southern Africa. His 
l-week visit took him to Botswana, Zimbabwe, and 
Mozambique. 


In Mozambique, where he arrived yesterday from Zin- 
babwe, Brother Salim held talks with Mozambican 
Defense Mir ster Alberto Chipande. Their talks centered 
on cooperation between Tanzania and Mozambique. 
During their talks Mr Chipande briefed brother Salim on 
the successes gained by Mozambican troops in their 
struggle against the South African-backed MNR rebels. 
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Egyptian Foreign Ministry Official Pays Visit 


Mwinyi Receives ‘shali 
NC231735 Cairo MENA in Arabic 16°5 GMT 23 Apr 88 


Excerpt} Dar es Salaam, 23 Apr (MENA)—Tanzanian 

resident Ali Hassan Mwinyi received a m from 
President Husni Mubarak during a rveeting at the pres- 
idential palace today with Dr Butris Ghali, plian 
minister of state for Foreign Affairs. Ghali said that 
during the meeting the Tanzanian pres dent stressed that 
his and Mubarak’s views on various African and inter- 
national issues of common concern are identical. He 
expressed his support for Egypt's efforts to convene an 
international peace conference attended by all parties 
concerned and the two superpowers. [passage omitted] 


Meeting With Warioba 
EA2602?7 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 
1700 GMT 27 Apr 88 


[Text] Joseph Warioba, prime minister and first vice 
president, called today for the convening of an interna- 
tional peace conference on the Middle East. Warioba 
made the appeal in Dar es Salaam when he met Egyptian 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Dr Butrus Ghali. 


During the talks, which took place in his office, Warioba 
said the international community should persuade all 
sides affected by the conflict to endorse the peace con- 
ference. He said Middle East problems should not be 
solved by the big powers alone. He stressed that African 
and nonaligned countries should do whatever they can to 
make possible the convening of an international confer- 
ence on the Middle East 


The prime minister and first vice president said the 
Situation continues to deteriorate daily in the region, 
especially in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank of the 
River Jordan, where innocent Palestinians are being 
killed indiscriminately. 


EA260230 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 
1700 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Dar es Salaam: Tanzania and Egypt have signed a 
cooperation agreement between the ruling parties of the 
two countries with the intention of strengthening soli- 
darity among their members. 


The cooperation agreement was signed in Dar es Salaam 
today by the secretary of the National Executive Com. 
mittees Department for External Affairs, Salim Ahmed 
Salim, and on behalf of Egypt's ruling National Demo- 
cratic Party by the minister of state for foreign affairs, Dr 
Butrus Ghali. 
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Issues covered by the agreement include visits by party 
officials of the two countries and the exchange of expe- 
rience on political matters and information. 


Earlier, the two leaders held discussions on various 
international issues, including the prevailing situations 
in Southern Africa, the West Bank of the River Jordan. 
and the Gaza Strip. 


Iranian Foreign Ministry Official Arrives 
EA232041 Dar es Salaam External Service in English 
1600 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Text] The Iran deputy foreign minister for international 
affairs, Mr Mohammad Hoseyn Lavasani, is visiting 
Tanzania. Mr Lavasani, who arrived in Dar es Salaam 
today for a 4-day visit, brought a special message for 
President Ali Hassan Mwinyi from the Iranian Presi- 
dent, Mr ‘Ali Khamene’i. 


He will also hold talks with government officials on 
cooperation between Tanzania and Iran. 


Burundi President Arrives on 4-Day Visit 
EA25 1836 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 
1000 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Dar es Salaam: President Pierre Buyoya of 
Burundi has arrived in Dar es Salaam at the start of a 
4-day visit to the country at the invitation of President 
Ali Hassan Mwinyi. On arrival at Dar es Salaam airport, 
President Buyoya was welcomed by his host, President 
Ali Hassan Mwinyi, and other party and government 
leaders. Following a 21-gun salute in his honor, Presi- 
dent Buyoya inspected a guard of honor and met citizens 
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before he left for state house, where he will hold talks 
with his host. This evening President Buyoya, who 1s 
visiting Tanzania for the first time, 1s expected to attend 
a state banguet hosted in his honor by President Ali 
Hassan Mwinyi. 


Uganda 


3,600 Rebels in Eastern District Accept Amnesty 
EA252035 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Excerpts] The minister of state, Office of the President, 
and national political commissar of the NRM, Dr Kuiza 
Besigye, has again stressed the important role resistance 
councils [RC's}] have to play in the political dynamics of 
the country. Addressing RC’s, civil servants, and elders of 
Soroti district in Soroti town, Dr Besigye said that RC's 
are responsible for spear-heading development which role 
calls for vigilance in [words indistinct] and forging 
national unity among the people. [passage omitted] 


Dr Besigye paid tribute to the deputy minister of animal 
industry and fisheries, Dr Aporu-Okol, for the outstand- 
ing role he is playing in restoring peace and security in 
the district and in Teso as a whole. The district admin- 
istrator, Soroti, Mr Rwakatale, informed the minister 
that a total of 3,600 rebels responded to the amnesty 
which ended recently and the security situation in the 
district is improving considerably. 


The RC-3 chairman, Mzee (Obliangor), presented the min- 
ister with a 19-point memorandum in which he explained 
the problems existing in Soroti district and called for the 
restoration of administrative units in the district as a 
solution to some of the problems. [passage omitted] 
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Angola 


H Paper Interviews MPLA Minister 
AU231406 Budapest NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian 
9 Apr 88 p 2 


[Interview with Jacinto Venacio Chipopa, secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola-Labor Party, by Demeter Polgar: 
“On the Plan for Settlement in Angola”—in Budapest, 
date not given] 


[Text] An Angolan party delegation led by Jacinto Vena- 
cio Chipopa, secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola 
[MPLA]-Labor Party, visited Hungary. NEPSZABAD- 
SAG correspondent Demeter Polgar interviewed him 
about the opportunities for settling the southwest Afri- 
can conflict. 


[Polgar] What is the essence of the new Angolan plan for 
settlement? 


[Chipopa] The plan which was submitted to the U.S. side 
in Luanda by a joint Angolan-Cuban delegation is not 
really based on a modified idea. Our determination to 
settle the conflict in southwest Africa by negotiations has 
not changed. However, this requires racist South Africa 
to immediately and unconditionally withdraw its troops 
from the areas it has occupied in southern Angola and 
carry out UN Security Council Resolution 435 concern- 
ing the independence of Namibia. Washington and Pre- 
toria alike should also give up supporting the National 
Union for the Total Liberation of Angola [UNITA] 
(counterrevolutionary organization). ‘We further 
demand that an end be put to attacks on Angola. The 
draft agreement on peace between Angola and Nainibia 
has been drafted on this basis. We are expecting four 
parties to participate in the talks: Angola, Cuba, South 
Africa, and the South-West African People’s Organiza- 
tion [SWAPO] which is fighting for the independence of 
Namibia. According to our initiative, the Cuban troops 
which are providing international help to our country 
will gradually withdraw from the areas lying south of the 
13th parallel. This initiative is a further demonstration 
of the flexibility and good will of our government. 


[Polgar] Are Cuban troops directly involved in the 
fighting? 


[Chipopa] The Cuban troops engage in fighting only 
when they are attacked by South African forces. Other- 
wise, Our national army, the People’s Armed Forces for 
the Liberation of Angola, is qualified to repel aggression. 


[Polgar] It seems that recently the South African leader- 
ship has not precluded the possibility of holding direct 
talks with Angola. Under what circumstances would you 
be prepared to hold talks with Pretoria? 
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{Chipopa] This depends on Pretoria’s stand concerning 
the constructive Angolan initiatives, and its readiness for 
peaceful coexistence with the neighboring countries. 
South Africa has not submitted any proposals to Angola 
so far. However, our initiatives—which have also been 
on the agenda of the United Nations—contain the essen- 
tial elements necessary to solve the conflict. These pro- 
posals also comprise the basis for the Angolan-Cubs-- 
U.S. agreement, anc therefore it is justified that these 
proposals should also comprise the basis for possible 
talks with Pretoria. 


[Polgar] The news is that UNITA has established an 
Opposition government in the occupied southern part of 
the country. What is your opinion of UNITA now? 


{[Chipopa] UNITA was originally established by the 
colonial political police to fight against the MPLA. 
UNITA has always had close relations with the racist 
system and it is currently an auxiliary branch of the 
South African Army. The OAU also regards it as one of 
its main enemies. In recent years, and by using tribal and 
regional variances and misleading propaganda, UNITA 
has succeeded in recruiting members in the southern and 
central part of the country. However, the government is 
willing to excuse Angolans who have come under the 
influence of UNITA if they admit their mistake and 
report to the Angolan authorities in order to join in the 
process of national renewal. As a result of this policy, 
several hundred people have left UNITA units in recent 
months. Several times we have demonstrated our will- 
ingness to continue our efforts to seitle the situation in 
the southern part of Africa by political means, but we are 
not going to start dialogue with a Pretoria-supported 


puppet Organization. 


[Polgar] In your opinion, how can the Frontline States 
offset South African economic and military pressures? 


[Chipopa] The Frontline States have appealed to the 
international community to introduce economic sanc- 
tions against South Africa. In addition, the Frontline 
States are members of the South African Development 
Cooperation Conference, a regional economic organiza- 
tion which, by relying on its own resources, aims to 
promote economic development in the area and reduce 
the area’s dependence on South Africa. However, the 
economic situation in the southern part of Africa is 
severe. The military situation of the Frontline States is 
also difficult, and each of them is therefore concentrating 
On protecting its own territory and strengthening its own 
army. We do not require military assistance from the 
Frontline States, but in case of need we can turn to 
several friendly countries. 


UNITA Claims 51 MPLA Trowups Die in Clashes 
MB251917 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] The news agency of the UNITA movement in 
Angola, KUP, reports that UNITA troops have killed 51 
MPLA government troops in clashes during the past 9 
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days. The clashes took place in the Bengo, Uige, and 
Huila Provinces. According to the age .cy, a bridge and 
seven loaded army lorries were destroyed in the fighting. 


Legal Group To Study Economic Restricturing 
MB260640 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, chairman of 
the MPLA-Labor Party and president of the People’s 
Republic of Angola, has appointe:’ Aguinaldo Jaime. 
jurist, to coordinate a group that wi! conduct prelimi- 
nary analyses of legal issues related to implementing the 
economic and financial reorganization program. 


This working group was created with the aim of strength- 
ening the structures in various fields of the economic and 
financial reorganization program, with technically com- 
petent cadres who will guarantee drafting legal docu- 
ments in an efficient manner. This group will work under 
the president's office. The group also includes Comrades 
Joao antonio Lopes Semedo, Joao Londoite Lourenco, 
(Arrumo Ferreira), and (Domingos Ndlowu). 


Further on Visit by Burkinabe President 


Receives SWAPO, ANC Delegates 
MB260506 Luanda ANGOP in French 1935 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Luanda, 25 Apr (ANGOP)—In Luanda on Sun- 
day evening, Captain Slaise Compaore, the president of 
Burkina Faso, received SWAPO and ANC delegations 
separately. SWAPO’s delegation was led by David 
Meroro, member of the SWAPO Political Bureau and 
vice president of the organization. He was a: companied 
by Hifikepunye Pohana and Kaveke Katamila, both 
members of the Political Bureau. The ANC delegation 
received by Burkina Faso President Blaise Compaore 
was led by the head of the ANC mission to Luanda. 


No details are known about these meetings, but it is 
believed that Mr Blaise Compaore and the two delega- 
tions discussed issues related to these two movements’ 
struggle against the common enemy: racist South Africa. 


Meanwhile, the presidential delegation of Burkina Faso 
visited southern Namibe Province last Saturday. where 
it toured a number of economic units before returning to 
Luanda on the same day. President Blaise Compaore 
also visited the Armed Forces Museum in Luanda last 
Sunday. 


Seen Off by Dos Santos 
MB251348 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Blaise Compaore, president of the Republic of 
Burkina Faso, left Luanda today at the end of a several- 
day official and friendly visit \o the People’s Republic of 
Angola, which was characterized by a series of talks with 
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our leaders, notably with the president of the party and 
the republic, Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos. The 
Burkinabe head of state was seen off at 4 February 
International Airport by Comrade President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos, and by other senior party and 
government members. During his stay in Angola, Cap- 
tain Blaise (ompaore visited Namibe Province, where 
Ye toured places of economic interest in that southern 
region of our country. 


A few hours after his visit to the Armed rorces Museum 
yesterday, the Burkinabe head of state gave an interview 
to Angolan journalists. In the interview, Captain Com- 
paore reaffirmed his country’s solidarity with the south- 
ern African peoples fighting against South African colo- 
nialism, racism, and terrorism. Blaise Compaore also 
spoke of the transformations taking place in Burkina 
Faso to improve his people's social conditions. 


Zambian Party Delegation Arrives for Talks 
MB252016 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] The Zambian party delegation led by Clement 
Mwananshiku, chairman of the United National Inde- 
pendence Party Central Committee subcommittee for 
culture and social affairs, arrived in Luanda this after- 
noon for talks with Angolan party and government 
officials within the framework of strengthening bilateral 
relatior s. 


At the 4 February International Airport, the head of the 
Zambian party delegation told the information media 
that he expects to sign a cooperation protocol between 
the two countries’ parties at the end of talks that he will 
hold with the Angolan authorities. 


Speaking on the tense situation in southern region of the 
continent, the head of the visiting delegation said we 
cannot ‘eel we are independent when parts of indepen- 
dent countries, such as is the case with Angola, are 
occupied by foreign forces. 


[Begin Mwananshiku recording in English fading to 
Portuguese translation] Unfortunately for us in this 
region, we have the problem of South Africa, and we 
have the problem of Namibia. That is why we are 
undertaking efforts to assist our brothers here, in Nami- 
bia, in South Africa, and in Mozambique, because we 
feel that as long as apartheid is not destroyed, and as long 
as Namibia does not achieve its independence, our 
independences has, therefore, no significance. 


Accordingly, comrades, we come here to learn, on the spot, 
how the Angolan people, how our Angolan brothers and 
sisters, are defending their sovereignty against our enemy, 
South Africa, and consolidating their country. As I said 
earlier, it is also our desire to identify ourselves with the 


struggle of African independence. [end recording} 
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Clement Mwananshiku, who has come to Angola to 
return a similar visit by an Angolan party delegation to 
Zamb.a last year, said he carries a message from Presi- 
dent Kaunda to his Angolan counterpart, Comrade Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos. 


The Zambian delegation has scheduled meetings wth 
Afonso Van Dunem Mbinda, MPLA-Labor Party Cen- 
tral Committee secretary for external relations, Rodeth 
dos Santos, secretary of state for social affairs; and 
Boaventura Cardoso, secretary of state for culture. They 
were received by Comrade Roberto de Almeida, MPLA- 
Labor Party Central Committee secretary for ideology. 


Dos Santos Receives Cape Verde Foreign Minister 
MB26060/] Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 26 Apr 88 


{Text} In Luanda yesterday, Comrade Jose Eduardo dos 
ntos, chairman of the MPLA-Labor Party and presi- 
dent of the People’s Republic of Angola, received a 
message from Cape Verde President Aristides Pereira. 
The message was delivered by Cape Verde Foreign 
Affairs Minister Silvino da Luz. 


It is believed that the message focuses on the situation in 
southern and racist South Africa's constant aggression 
against the free and sovereign territory of the People’s 
Republic of Angola. It should be recalled that Cape 
Verde Foreign Affairs Minister Silvino da Luz was part 
of the OAU delegation thai recently visited the United 
States to demand the cessation of Washington's interfer- 
ence in the internal affairs of the People’s Republic of 


Angola. 
Lesotho 


Minister to Opposition Claims 
MB251725 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] The minister of information and broadcasting, the 
Honorable V.M. Malebo, has said in a statement issued 
in Maseru today that the news report in THE STAR 
newspaper of last Friday, 22 April, on the so-called Big 
Five simply confirms that a leopard cannot change its 
spots. Mr Malebo said the ululations of the so-called Big 
Five in the report over the Lesotho High Court's judg- 
ment on the state of emergency on crime in Lesotho are 
deplorable, and shou!d be roundly condemned. 


Mr Malebo said, in the statement that for the first time 
since 1966 a government of Lesotho, aware of the dire 
consequences of the crime of theft on economic devel- 
opment, has risen to the occasion to meet head-on the 
criminal, element rampant in this country, and the 
so-called Big Five want Amnesty International and the 
OAU to help them. Minister Malebo pointed out that 
Lesotho’s future lies in the hands of Basotho, whose 
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views are well known against the crime of thefl, and the 
Government of Lesotho will resolutely stand its ground 
against all those who encourage and abate thefl. 


In conclusion, Mr Malebo said it was not true that the 
government media was silent on the high court judg- 
ment, as reported in THE STAR. In fact, the minister 
added, Radio Lesotho and the government newspapers 
carried the report at the first opportunity. In addition, 
the minister added that a member of the Military Coun- 
cil, who 1s also minister of foreign affairs, the Honorable 
Colonel Thaabe Letsic, answered questions at a press 
conference on the high court judgment last week. 


Malawi 


Influx Straining Country's Facilities 
MB25 1308 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1110 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Malawi has told a visiting top United Nations 
official that the big influx of Mozambican refugees 1s 
putting a strain on its facilities Health Minister Edward 
Bwanali told the United Nations’ High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Jean-Pierre Hocke, that education, !.calth, 
and other special facilities will have to be expanded to 
cater for the 500,000 Mozambican refugees in the coun- 
try. He said Malawi youth in those areas where the 
refugees have settled have tried as far as possible to share 
the available facilities with their brothers and sisters. 


Mr Hocke met Mr Bwanali (°vesterday) at the start of a 
week-long visit to Malawi to study the retugee problem. 


Mozambique 


Machungo Receives Cuban Justice Minister 
MB251438 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1400 GMT 25 Apr 88 


{Text} Mario Machungo, a member of the Frelimo Party 
Political Bureau and our country’s prime minister, said 
in Maputo today that the Frelimo Party's fifth congress 
will represent another step forward in the crnsolidation 
of the Mozambican revolutionary gains and the restora- 
tion of peace in Mozambique. Mario Machungo said this 
when he received the visiting Cuban delegation, led by 
Justice Minister Juan Escalona Reguera, at his oftice. On 
the occasion, the prime minister also said that the 
Mozambican people were currently carrying out inten- 
sive party work to prepared for the forthcoming national 
party conference. 


Mario Machungo said the Cuban delegation’s visit to 
Mozambique, soon after President Joaquim Chissano’s 
visit to Cuba, was a clear indication that current rela- 
tions between the two countries were taking root, grow- 
ing, and consolidating. 
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Also today, the Cuban delegation was received by Jorge 
Rebelo, Fretimo Party Central Committee secretary for 
ideology 


Chissano Discuss Trade With RSA Industrialist 
WB251935 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 


1900 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Gavin Relly, chairman of the Anglo American 
Company, returned to South Africa this afternoon after 
an 8-hour visit ts Mozambique. In Maputo, Gavin Relly 
was received by President Joaquim Chiseano and Prime 
Minister Mario Machungo. The meetings discussed 
investment possibilities in the fields of agriculture, min- 
ing. and forestry. 


Speaking to the national information media shortly 
before his departure, Relly said that his company was 
ready to participate in the development of southern 
Africa. 


Relly was seen off at the Maputo Internatior al Airport 
by Cooperation Minister Jacinto Veloso. 


Tete District Residents Rebuilding Area 
MB251209 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Excerpts] The people of Tete Province’s Angonia Dis- 
trict are committed to the struggle against armed ban- 
ditry and famine and are working to develop this region 
that was once badly hit by war and natural disasters. 


[passage omitted] 


The people of Angonia District are courageous, patriotic 
people who defend the people's cause. Because the 
Mozambican fatherland is the fatherland of all who live 
in it, it is important and even compulsory that all its sons 
be responsible for its defense in the face of threats. To 
run away has never been a solution. However, to retreat 
and take up new positions in order to repulse the enemy 
iS a good tactic. 


When, in its great armed incursions, the enemy invaded 
Angonia and sowed death, panic and destruction 
throughout the plateau. many people abandoned all their 
possessions and left the country or came to live in Tete 
City, where they felt safer. 


The few residents who resisted the bloody attacks that 
hit Angonia District in 1980 and 1987 are now taking on 
the tasks of development and fighting armed banditry 
and famine. [passage omitted] 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


FPLM Forces Release 1,300 Captive Peasants 
WR260734 Japuto Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0800 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Our forces have freed more than 1,300 peasants 
from armed bandit captivity in (Muquetere), in Niassa 
Province’s Cuamba District. Their release comes in the 
wake of offensives by FPLM forces in Cuamb- 

during the first 6 months of this year [sentenc’ he, 


According to our Niassa provincial correspo, Oy 
ing the operations our forces destroyed a nu... _. 0% 
bandit camps, captured enemy war materiel, and recov- 
ered people's possessions that had been stolen by the 
criminals. 


Armed Forces Kill 18 ‘Bandits’ in Machaze 
MB251934 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 


1730 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] The Mozambique Armed Forces stationed in 
Machaze District in Manica Province have killed over 
18 armed bandits since January. 


During this time, another armed bandit was captured in 
(Sabasoga) in the administrative area of Save in 
Machaze. 


Sebastiao Renga. district political commissar, told Radio 
Mozambique in Chimoio that more than 20 bandits were 
killed in that district last year following mopping-up 
operations, and over |,000 people were freed from the 
criminals’ captivity. From January to March this year, 
the FPLM forces in Machaze fi ced ove; 90 peasants who 
were forced to live with the armed bandits. 


Republic of South Africa 


Buthelezi Rejects Botha ‘Xeform' 
MB251337 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1330 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Ulundi April 25 SAPA—The government's 
reform programme amounted to too little too late, Dr 
Mangosuthu Buthelez), chief minister of KwaZulu, told 
a Swiss expert on African affairs today. 


He was talking to Dr Ulrich Schluer, secretary-general of 
Switzerland's Study Group for Southern Africa, here to 
seek his views on reform and other issues. 


It was these delays and inadequacies which had led to the 
state of emergency and the harsh actions taken under it, 
the KwaZulu chief minister and Inkatha president said. 


“Nothing short of comprehensive and far-reaching 
moves to establish real dialogue between black and white 
and the introduction of a multi-party democracy will 
suffice,’ he told Dr Schluer. 
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“The hard-core political problems of South Africa sim- 
ply cannot be tackled piecemeal by whittling away at the 
peripheral problems.” 


The state president's rejection of the KwaZulu/Natal 
Indaba’s constitutional proposals had been a rejection of 
the most politically daring compromises black leader- 
ship could possibly make. 


“If 1, as a political leader, went further than supporting the 
kind of constitutional proposals the Indaba has tabled, | 
would write myself off politically,” Dr Buthelezi said. 


“The rejection of (these proposals) amounts, for me, to 
the rejection of the politics of compromise which is so 
central to the politics of negotiation.” 


COSATU Rejects Botha Wage-Freeze Plan 
MB251619 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1604 GMT 25 Apr 8 


[Text] Johannesburg Apr 25 SAPA—The Congress of 
South African [rade Unions rejected the state president, 
Mr P.W. 3otha’s plan to impose a general wage freeze, 
COSATU said today. 


COSATU was alarmed that Mr Botha intended to 
enforce a wage freeze in the private sector, a statement 
from Mr Frank Meintjies, COSATU’s information offic- 
er, said. 


Government attempts to bully employers demonstrated 
that Mr Botha was prepared to bulldoze those who stood 
in the way of his solutions. 


“Employers will have to decide whether they will be 
browbeaten or use their clout to oppose the wage freeze. 
For it is they who will have to deal with consequences on 
the shop flour. 


“Employers must realise if a wage freeze were imple- 
mented, the exercise o! labour relations could easily 
become meaningless. 


“Because recognition agreement will be worth litile if 
unions are unable to negotiate on wages, by far the most 
pressing issue facing our members.” 


COSATU rejected the view that wage increases were 
inflationary. 


“The basis of our arguments in most negotiations is not that 
management should give money which they do not have. 


“Rather, unions take pains to analyse company statistics in 
order to prove that the demands we make can be easily 
met.” 
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Experience during the living wage campaign was that 
most managements, including the Chamber of Mines, no 
longer used the reason that they could not pay. 


The truth is that they want high profits, but do not want 
to pay decent wages to workers who have produced and 
who are expected to be the consumers.” 


The SA barometer in March 1988 said most companies 
showed greatly increased profitably last year over results 
in 1986. 


The government underestimated how sensitive the wage 
issue was. 


“It appears the state president assumes he can take this 
drastic decision because he does not need the vote of 
white workers, and black workers have no voting rights. 


“But, he will have to deal with other consequences: the 
anger and confrontation of million of workers crucially 
located at the point of production.” 


If the government wanted restraint, it should start by 
cutting salaries of government ministers, directors and 
shareholders. 


Historically, wages were a source of conflict in SA. 


“It is widely acknowledged that our economy is built on 
the cheap labour system. That still applies to all sectors, 
but is most crudely evident in the mining, construction, 
domestic agricultural, service and the public sectors.” 


Black Political Figure Welcomes Voting Bill 
MB251930 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] The president of the Urban Council Association 
of South Africa, UCASA, Mr Steve Kgame, has wel- 
comed legislation enabling blacks to cast special votes in 
the October municipal elections. Speaking in Dobson- 
ville, Soweto, Mr Kgame said the legislation would 
eliminate to a large extent possible intimidation of 
voters and transport problems of blacks. 


March Inflation Rate F ‘Slightly’ Down 
MB251500 Umtiata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Inflation is down slightly again. Latest figures 
released by the Central Statistical Services in Pretoria 
show inflation fell from 13.7 percent to 13.4 percent in 
March. South Africa’s inflation has been falling since the 
end of 1986. 


But, economists say while the rate could fall further in 
the next few months, upward pressures will make them- 
selves felt later this year. They say the falling value of the 
rand and the increase in interest rates will affect both 
consumers and producers. 
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C Calls for Participation in Great Indaba 
MB250624 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Indaba is a word of Zulu origin signifying a 
gathering of acknowledged leaders to dispute, negotiate, 
and finally resolve, through consensus, the important 
problems with which their people may be confronted. 
Over the years the word—retaining its original emphasis 
of reaching agreements through discussion—has become 
part of the everyday vocabulary of all South Africa's 


diverse peoples. 


It will therefore be appropriate for this peculiarly South 
African term to be adopted to describe the means—a 
great Indaba—by which the country’s peoples will have 
to overcome the big constitutional challenges that have 
still to be dealt with. The Great Indaba is the title 
proposed by various black leaders for the proposed 
national council in which leaders of all race groups will 
debate the country’s constitutional options. 


In Parliament, the state president, in the policy speech 
setting out guidelines for the course to be followed, has 
placed far-reaching proposals on the table. The time has 
indeed arrived for a Great Indaba on the next big step in 
South Africa's constitutional development. It is time for 
action on creating elective bodies from which acknowl- 
edged leaders can take part in the debate; and it is time 
that black community spokesmen and existing electing 
black leaders committed themselves openly to taking 
part so that progress may be made. 


Among democratic South Africans of all groups there is 
general agreement on the goal that has to be reached. It 
is to create a constitutional dispensation providing for 
full participation by all in the decision-making processes 
of government and to achieve that while ensuring both 
individual equality under the law and the right of groups 
to self-determination. 


It is a daunting task, given the complexity of South 
Africa’s ethnic mix. Yet if it is to satisfy democratic 
norms, it has to be tackled by the leaders of al! groups 
through the consensus seeking mechanism of the Indaba. 
If they are to succeed it will have to be recognized by all, 
including foreign critics, that there are no instant solu- 
tions in a process of this kind. 


As the state president has pointed out, no where in the 
developed democratic world have final constitutions 
been produced overnight. They have been the products 
of years, generations, even centuries of adaption and 
change to bring them steadily closer to reflecting the 
particular circumstances of their societies. Where blue- 
print constitutions have been adopted in the former 
colonies of the Third World, their failure has been 
almost universal and invariably bloody. 
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The process of constitution making has of course been 
underway in South Africa for many years. In his policy 
speech, President Botha drew attention to the significant 
elements of both confederal and federal constitutional 
models that were present in the overall framework that 
had already evolved. The guidelines he has set out for 
further development, the manner in which elected black 
authorities might be engaged in the legislative and exec- 
utive machinary, would build on those foundations. 


Concrete proposals for a new constitution are on the 
table. It is time for others to set aside their doubts and 
fears and begin the Great Indaba. 


‘Sharpeville Six’ Court Ruling Due 3 May 
MB251333 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1326 GMT 25 Apr 88 


{Text} Pretoria April 25 SAPA—Defence Counsel's 
application to reopen the trial of the “Sharpeville Six,” 
who were to be executed on April 18, has been opposed 
by the attorney-general of the Transvaal. 


According to the registrar of the Pretoria Supreme Court, 
Mr P.J. van cyl, a decision will be given in court on May 3. 


The six—five men and a woman—were granted a second 
stay of execution a week ago in an | | th-hour application 
on the grounds that a state witness evidence may have 
been perjured in certain material respects. The six were 
condemned to death for the murder of Lekoa deputy 
mayor, Mr Kuzwayo Dhlamini, on September 3, 1984, 
by a mob of residents who were angered by rent increases 
in the township. The minister of justice, Mr Kobie 
Coetzee, as second respondent, has not opposed the 
application and has decided to abide by the court's 
decision. 


Mr Acting Justice W.J. Human, who heard the appeal 
last Monday, granted a stay of execution until the 
attorney-general had an opportunity to study the appli- 
cation documents. 


Unknown Assailant Kills Policeman in Natal 
MB251924 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] A sergeant of the uniformed branch of the police 
at Newcastle in northern Natal has been shot dead at a 
bus stop near the town. The sergeant was on his way to 
work from the black residential area at (Ozizweni), when 
an unknown assailant fired a shot at him. He was killed 
instantly. 


The police have found three AK-47 cartridges and a 
bullet at the scene of the shooting. The name of the 
policeman has not yet been released. 


FBIS-AFR-88-080 
26 April 1988 


Court Convicts 2 ANC Members on Murder Charges 
MB252009 Johannesburg Domestic Service in Afrikaans 
1800 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] The circuit court in Messina has found two 
members of the ANC guilty on several counts of murder. 
The charges arose from a series of land mine explosions 
on 26 November 1985 to 15 December 1985. 


[Begin video recording} (Unidentified reporter] Mr Jus- 
tice J.P.O. de Villiers and two assessors found Mxondo- 
lele Nondula, 24, of Queenstown, guilty on six charges of 
murder, and 22 of attempted murder resulting form land 
mine explosions. 


In one of the incidents on 15 December 1985, three 
members of the Van Eck family and 3 members of the De 
Nysschen family were killed when the bakkie [pickup 
truck] in which they were travelling to watch game, 
detonated a land mine on Mr de Nysschen’s farm. 


Mtetele Ncube, 27, of Diepkloof in Soweto, was found 
guilty on one charge of murder and two of attempted 
murder after land mine incidents. He was also found 
guilty of the murder on 26 December 1986 near Messina 
of two policemen, Warrant Officer Theunis Gerber and 
Sergeant Joggie Nel. These two policemen were shot 
dead by Ncube after he had been arrested. The police- 
men were transporting him to Messina. 


Both the accused were also found guilty of terrorism and 
several offenses in terms of arms and ammunition con- 
trol laws. 


Argument for sentencing will be conducted tomorrow. 
[end video recording] 


Cape Town Students Protest ‘Police Harassment’ 
MB251401 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1352 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Cape Town April 25 SAPA—Thousands of pupils 
have begun a protest against developments and condi- 
tions at Cape Flats high schools. They held awareness 
programmes today. 


The Western Cape Students Congress, which represents 
pupils at most Cape Flats schools, called for the imme- 
diate release of detained pupils and teachers, the aboli- 
tion of corporal punishment and an end to “police 
harassment.” 


It also called on the Department of Education and 
Training to admit ;more than 1,500 pupils refused 
admission to black high schools this year and to abolish 
the system requiring pupils to carry blue cards giving 
them access to schools. 
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Police Issue Unrest Report for 26 April 
MB260645 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0631 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Pretoria, April 26, SAPA—-Herewith the over- 
night unrest report as supplied by the police public 
relations division in Pretoria: 


“At Sobantu (Pietermaritzburg) a group of blacks 
stopped a black man and attempted to coerce him into 
joining their organization. When he refused, they 
stabbed him in the face. The extent of his injuries are 
unknown. Police arrested 3 men in connection with the 
incident.” 


Press Comment on Issues, Problems 
MB261142 [Editorial Report] 


STAR on Housing Shortage — “Strong support should 
be given to plans aimed at helping South Africa come to 
grips with its chronic shortage of urban housing,”’ says 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 26 April in a 
Page 10 editorial. ““The time has long passed when the 
provision of low-cost housing was the sole responsibility 
of government. The housing crisis has reached such 
proportions that a massive effort by both State and 
private sector is the only way a meaningful dent can be 
made in the horrific backlog.” 


BUSINESS DAY: NP Governing By ‘Threat’ — What 
‘“‘was President Botha about when he told Parliament 
that, inasmuch as business would not cooperate volun- 
tarily, government had no alternative but to consider 
using legislation to compel them to toe the line?”’ asks a 
Page 10 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 26 April. “The most charitable interpretation 
to be put on President Botha’s blustering is that he 
intended a form of ‘jaw-boning’—the use of the status of 
his office as a form of moral pressure on businessmen to 
co-operate in a national campaign to hold down costs. If 
so, he was typically clumsy in the execution of his 
intention. There is a cost to governing by threat. Busi- 
nessmen hampered by chronic shortages of staff, and 
threatened by net immigration of skilled people, will be 
tempted to secure their staff before wage controls take 
effect. Others, facing rising costs, will be tempted to 
secure profit margins before prices are fixed.” 


Criticism of RSA Aid to Renamo — On the same page 
Simon Barber writes from Washington that “‘the fact 
remains that Pretoria, from P.W. Botha on down, helped 
unleash this nightmare [in Mozambique] and is doing 
nothing now to stop it. Indeed, the Reagan administra- 
tion—not just Dr Chester Crocker, but the full foreign 
policy apparatus—remains totally convinced that South 
African complicity persists. If such conviction is justi- 
fied, and there is not a shred of countervailing evi- 
dence,” Pik Botha’s “declaration of how SA would like 
to help the continent develop, if only the West would 
give it a chance, is worse than macabre. As is his line that 
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SA must be doing something right because of the thou- 
sands trying to flock into its embrace.” “Does Renamo’s 
rampage, or the million plus uprooted inside Mozambi- 
que, or the 870,000 forced to flee near naked and 
starving to neighbouring countries that can scarcely feed 
and house their own populations—does any of this make 
SA safer? Or has Pretoria become so Roman in its 
cynicism that it has consciously chosen to make a desert 
and call it peace?” 


SOWETAN: State Structures ‘Bureaucratic Monster’ — 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 25 April says in 
its Page 6 editorial “the mind reels at the size of the 
bureaucratic monster the Government is creating in its 
last desperate throw to give the so-called reform policy a 
vision.” ““The proposed new ‘own affairs’ regional bodies 
for blacks will mean the setting up of new official 
structures for each region. What is referred to in the plan 
as ‘greater’ South Africa, which includes the homelands, 
could end up with about 28 separate education depart- 
ments, and other bureaucracies could multiply similarly. 
This will be a nightmare. form of government, for such 
large unmanageable structures which are bad in them- 
selves as they are expensive and unproductive virtually 
slow up the process instead of speeding it up.” 


P.W. Botha Structures ‘Damned’ — Aggrey Klaaste notes 
in the “On the Line” column on Page 9 that the struc- 
tures set out by P.W. Botha “are damned by the fact that 
there is an unequal balance of strength, of power, 
between whites and blacks. So the Government will 
propose the ideas and get blacks of no consequence 
participating in them. That type of Nkomati-like situa- 
tion is damned from the start.” ““Mr Botha will only be 
able to negotiate with blacks when most white South 
Africans respect us, have confidence in our strength, not 
our numbers, have hope that we will be talking and 
negotiating as equals.” 


SOWETAN: State Keeping Power in White Hands — 
Joe Thioloe observes in the “‘Perspective” column on 
Page 10 of Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 26 
April that he has “no sympathy for P.W. Botha as he 
tries to find a cynical formula: to keep power in white 
hands while pretending to be sharing it. The very thought 
of P.W. Botha’s search makes me angry because he 
assumes me and the millions of powerless blacks in this 
country to be fools.” 


CAPE T' IES on Church-State Confrontation — “In 
giving his views of how the Church should be exercising 
its prophetic calling, President Botha is on tricky and 
arguable ground,” notes a Page 6 editorial in Cape Town 
CAPE TIMES in English on 22 April. “Yet it may be 
agreed that theologians are not always best qualified to 
make judgments of practical political dilemmas. Their 
expertise is properly exercised in judging the moral 
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acceptability of the effects of such policies. So the danger 
of disagreement is endemic, notably in crisis situations. 
What is wanted, surely, is a continuing dialogue and a 
measure of forbearance on all sides.” 


NP Inconstant on ANC Negotiations — In the “Political 
Survey” column on the same page Gerald Shaw com- 
ments on President Botha’s address to parliament, say- 
ing the first impression “is that a measure of adjustment 
and fine tuning of policy is in train—but his vision 
remains essentially authoritarian. There is a slight shift, 
it is true, back to a 1985 position in the question of 
negotiations with the ANC, mainly to accommodate the 
enlightened Nothnagel [NP MP for Innesdale] position 
in the National Party.” “Under CP pressure in the 
run-up to the general election, talk of negotiation was put 
aside, and NP speakers vowed to wipe the organization 
from the face of the earth. The National Party moves 
between these two positions with great ease, depending 
on which political pressures are most insistent at any 
particular time.” 


VADERLAND Urges Participation of Black Leaders — 
The Page 10 editorial in Johannesburg DIE VADER- 
LAND in Afrikaans on 22 April welcomes the state 
president's guidelines for further constitutional reform 
announced in parliament, saying that “if the guidelines 
are a result of recent talks behind closed doors with black 
leaders then there is hope.” ““The door is being opened 
for black leaders to participate in the election of the state 
president, and in being appointed by him to occupy 
cabinet positions of general affairs.” “It is of cardinal 
importance that President Botha has not put forward a 
blue print. Our impression is that the guidelines are 
meant to be discussed, and it is our hope that the 
moderate black leaders will come forward to publicly 
participate in the discussions.” The moderate black 
leaders are also urged to debate the “name and function 
of the proposed National Council and to consider their 
participation in a smaller president’s council.” 


NAMIBIAN Notes Cabinet Subservience to Pretoria — 
Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English for 22-29 April 
says in a Page 11 editorial “‘the majority of the Cabinet 
appear to have taken a devastating blow from P.W. 
Botha’s official conferral of additional powers of govern- 
ment on the Administrator General. But after almost 
three years of being constantly dictated to by Pretoria, 
this latest move should really come as no surprise.” 
“After being on a lucrative payroll for so long, it has now 
become a guessing game as to which Cabinet minister 
will render himself unemployed through a mere matter 
of principle.” “If the Cabinet does dissolve, either all 
power will revert back to the Administrator General, or 
a new body will be appointed comprising even more 
pliable and subservient members. And Mr Botha knows 
that there is no shortage of such people.” 
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